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You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I'll rise

does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
‘Cause I walk like I've got oil wells

Pumping in my living room

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes

You may kill me with your hatefulness
But still, like air, I'll rise.

I rise
I rise

Irise

(pp- 163, 164, The Complete Collected Poems, Virago.)
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“Taste and smell are firmly joined in wedded bliss.
About the bliss I cannot speak, but I can say much
about that marriage. I like it that the fleeting scent
of fresh-cut citrus and the flowery aroma of straw-
berries will make my salivary glands pour into my
mouth a warm and pure liquid. I accept the salt of
tears evoked by sweet onions and betrayed love.
Give me the smell of the sea and the wild scent of
mountain pines”

(Bantam Books, New York, Pages 148, $ 7.50)
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