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I have been singing the third Dashaka of Naraya-
neeyam several times unhesitatingly. Don’t know
how many errors I have committed! May Narayana
remove all of them!
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@ Akkitham: A Pictorial Autobiography
af)aM o JIVGHOWINHZ @RA)6o.

This book is no ordinary autobiog-
raphy; nor is it written in the usual
manner. Simply because Akkitham
Achyuthan Nambudiri (b. 1926)

did not write it. I have chosen and

organised excerpts from his writ-

K . Akkitham Achyuthan
vate conversations to retell his Nambudiri

ings, speeches, interviews and pri-

life story. Indeed some entries have even been ‘con-
structed’; but every one of them could certainly have
been told by Akkitham. I have provided the entire
text including the two essays and all translations of
poems except those on pp. 166-171.

I had mooted the idea of a pictorial biography to
Akkitham sometime in 2006. He did not disapprove
of it; nor did he give his consent. He only commented
that howsoever you try, certain projects may not

come to fruition if their time has not come.

By the time the request was renewed in 2017, I had
garnered the support of his immediate family; in par-
ticular, his two sons. The elder of the two, Akkitham
Vasudevan, agreed to supply sketches; the younger
one, Narayanan, enthusiastically took up the job of
gathering ‘institutional’ support.

Akkitham Narayanan, the poet’s renowned artist
brother, promised to chip in wherever necessary

with the sketches. Artist Narayana Bhattathiri hap-
pily took up the job of designing the book. Several
friends, too numerous to be named, helped in many
ways by granting permission to make use of their
private portfolios, locating/restoring old photographs,
piecing together missing bits of information and the

like.

As it was envisaged, the book would have been text
scarce and illustration rich. The ideal proved unreal-
istic at many junctures. Besides, what was originally
meant to be a third person narrative transformed
into a first person account. It appeared opportune
because of the greater intimacy and authenticity it
afforded. Which was how the pictorial biography
project turned itself into an autobiography.

Akkitham avers that his life has hardly had any earth
shaking incidents. But it has been remarkably event-
ful. Quietly, but resolutely, he has gone against the
grain in many an issue—literary or otherwise. Many
are those who have attempted to downplay the pre-
eminence of Akkitham for extraliterary reasons. And
Akkitham has never been overly eager to play the in-
offensive game and be politically correct. Which is
why Akkitham is barely known beyond Kerala. This
book, therefore, hopes to introduce poetry enthusi-
asts across India and abroad to arguably one of the
foremost Indian poets of the bygone century.

Putting together this book has been a humbling ex-
perience for me. Here is my humble tribute to a poet

who has impressed me with his resolute honesty.

As we go to press, there is news that Jnanpith Puraskar
2019 will be presented to Akkitham at a virtual cere-
mony to be held shortly.
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The Ultimate Anguish

Yesternight I stood in the glistening moonlight,
All alone, forgetting myself.

I burst into tears and screamed aloud;

The galaxies trembled all of a sudden.

Nightingales did not enquire why;

Nor did the night breeze wipe away my sweat.
The tree beside did not drop even a single leaf;,
The world did not know a thing.

The grass beneath my feet did not even quiver;
Nor did I tell this to anyone.

How do I relate to others

What I myself cannot comprehend?
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Time for Giggles

Water is scarce;

Dripping drop by drop from the tap.
How long will it take to fill the pot!
Let’s sit by this culvert for some time.
Watching the vehicles that pass by
Raising dust in the golden sun;

Let’s sit here cracking jokes.

What do you think?
Of late I realized this within.
O dear! In youth we tend to giggle for no reason.

As I brush my teeth in the morning,

As I feed the cows,

As I spill hot coffee and burn my wrist,

As smoky tears trickle down,

As I squat and scrub the floors till my hip aches,
As grandma scolds me for not lighting the lamp,
Or even as I wake up from a nightmare

And gasp for breath with fear,

O dear! I tend to giggle for no reason!

At last I realized it; isn’t it true?
In youth we tend to giggle for no reason.

O dear! In the bustle of chatter
I forgot all about it.
It’s long since my pot is overflowed!
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Jeevo Brahmaiva

Father knows the entire Brahmasutra by heart.
But if the electric torch doesn’t work,

He starts fumbling.

His son takes that torch
And runs his teeny fingers over
the switch and the bulb.
And lo! The torch shines again!

Once he touches,
The conked out radio starts singing;
And the hands of the dead timepiece start moving.

Father closes his eyes with a tearful smile.
Within him squats Adi Sankara;

He whispers in the ears of the father
hugging the son-

&1 eI AL shal sdd JR: |
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Essence of the Gita

Guru Chaitanya,

On a pilgrimage to South India,
Witnessed a wondrous sight.
One reading the Gita and
Another beside him in tears,

Listening intently.

“Are you able to make out the
Essence of the Gita in its entirety,”
Asked the pilgrim.

“No, not a word, my Lord”,
Replied the listener.

Then why these tears,
As Chaitanya wondered,
Clarified the listener—

“I see the chariot in front;

Krishna on the deck is speaking to Arjuna,
Don’t know what.

And tears well up in my eyes”
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The Wheel

In the hands of victory

Revolves a dazzling wheel.

No one remembers seeing it at rest,
even for a moment.

But those with an eye within the eye,
keep saying this—

“Though circular whilst in motion,
This wheel is but a square at rest.”
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