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Every street lamp that I pass

Beats like a fatalistic drum,

And through the spaces of the dark
Midnight shakes the memory

As a madman shakes a dead geranium
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Easy to guess what lies ahead:
all of yesterday’s boredom.

And tomorrow ends up no longer like tomorrow.

(C.P. Cavafy—Collected Poems, Monotony. Translated
by E. Keeley and P. Sherrard. PP. 31-50)
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So from the dream of life I now may wake

Cloyed with emotion, to death’s wakefulness
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