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“Tolstoy’s presence filled the room like
a mountain—say like Elbrus—or like a
storm cloud the size of half a sky. And
Tolstoy’s widow was as much a part of
it as a great cliff taken from the moun-
tain or as a lightning flashing from the
cloud.
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It was somehow natural that Tolstoy
should have found his rest and found
it by the wayside like a pilgrim, close
to one of Russia’s railways on which
his heroes and heroines continued

to fly past and round and round, un-
aware, as they glanced out of the car-
riage window and caught sight of the
small station, that here the eyes which
had seen them, embraced them, and
immortalised them had closed for ever.
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