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“His arms are stretched out from his
sides, and drops of water fly out from
him. He passes overhead once more,
closer now, and then returns a minute
later to be deposited, ever so gently
down, directly at the feet of his father.
A man who, having seen everthing
now-his dead son rise from the river
in the grip of metal pinchers and turn
and turn in circles flying above the
tree line-would like nothing more now

than just to die”
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Boris Chichibabin

I would have gone
away, not arguing
with any one
so as rather than lis-
tening to drunken talk
to sit by the shore
with a wire book and
hug you.
so that the trees would
rear up and rustle
and the stream sing
joyfully to its echo,
and Tolstoy and Dick-
ens would whisper to-
gether
like brothers with
plenty of time
I am not seeking to
take part in any way,
I need nothing from
the stars,
I just ask fate for a lit-
tle while
for some silence and
harmony.
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It was blood, nothing more. Blood like yours and

mine. Yet never before had I seen anything so scar-
let and so black. Perhaps it was an effect of the skin,
youthful, supple, velvet dark, over which it ran-but
on my hands it seemed both darked and more glar-
ing than blood ought to be. I stared at it, fascinated,
afraid, drawn into a veritable stupor of staring.
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Now-in the crowded car in which I travelled
You-leaned your head against my shoulder

and... suddenly... the city was no longer a stranger

And deep in the heart of stone
A flower bloomed.
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