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Awake for Morning in the Bowl of night

Has flung the stone that puts the stars to flight.
And Lo! the Hunter of The East has caught
The Sultan’s Turrent in a Noose of Light.

(Fitzgerald, 1st edition)
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Thus sang the inner Silence
‘Forsake your sleep of,
ignorance: Awake!’

‘For the dawn of wisdom
has flung into the dark
bowl of your unknowing
the stone of spiritual
discipline—that weapon
of divine power that

can break the bowl and
put to flight the palling
stars of earthly desire’
‘Behold, Wisdom—the
Hunter of the East

has cast a noose of

light to encircle the
kingly minaret of your
egoic pride: wisdom to
free you at last from

the long night of spiritual

ignorance’
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Keys to Meaning

Morning—The dawn of awakening from delusive
material existence

Bowl of night—The dark night of Soul—ignorance
Stone—Delusion—shattering

acts of spiritual

self-discipline.

Stars— Falsely attractive

material desires

Hunter of the East— Eastern Wisdom,
hunter and destroyer of delusion

Sultan’s Turret— The Kingly minaret of pride.

Noose of light— The light of wisdom, which like a
lasso haloes the darkness of ego and ensnares it,
transorming it forever into kindred light.
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1. The Rubaiyat, Fitzgerald First Edition 1859. Fourth
Edition 1879.

2. The Rubaiyat, Transalted by Robert Graves and
Omar Ali-Shah.

3. The Rubaiyat, Translated by Peter Avery and
John Heath-Stubbs.
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