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Rape is not merely a physical assault—it is of-
ten destructive of the whole personality of the
victim. A murderer destroys the physical body
of his victim, a rapist degrades the very soul of
the helpless female. The courts, therefore shoul-
der a greater responsibility while trying an ac-
cused on charges of rape. They must deal with
such cases with atmost sensitivity. The courts
should examine the broader probabilities of a
case and not get swayed by minor contradic-
tions or insignificant discrepancies in the state-
ment of the prosecutrix, which are not of a fa-
tal nature, to throw out an otherwise reliable
prosecution case. If evidence of the prosecutrix,
which are not of a fatal nature, to throw out an
otherwise reliable prosecution case. If evidence
of the prosecutrix inspires confidence, it must
be relied upon without seeking corroboration
of her statement in material particulars. If for
some reason the court finds it difficult to place
implicit reliance on her testimony, it may look
for evidence which may lend assurance to her
testimony, short of corroboration required in
the case of an accomplice. The testimony of the
prosecutrix must be appreciated in the back-
ground of the entire case and the trial court
must be alive to its responsibility and be sen-
sitive while dealing with cases involving sexual

molestation.
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