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Raman Nair: This is the cream of every thing about
eco-philosophy ever written by man. In Bible,
Quran, in Pritvisukta of Rigveda and all. But Seat-
tle Chief never read any of these. It was there in
the minds and hearts of his people, thousands
of years ago. But it is not a speech as Zakaria
quotes. The context is more touching. During
the days when Silent Valley movement was alive
in thought, we made a translation and printed
it as a pamphlet (as an issue of a little maga-
zine we started then) some five thousand copies
which were distributed among the participants
of meetings of xssp and also college/school stu-
dents all over Kerala. Two three days ago, while I
was searching old collections, I came upon it and
was thinking of republishing it or appending it
to Cattampi Swami’s ‘ Jivakarunya Nirupanam’.
Greatly surprised to see it in so beautiful an edi-
tion. Great. A thousand thanks. Love.

Archana: Chief Seattle’s speech which ends with
the lines “The end of living and the beginning of
survival” has always left me in tears and won-
der about the Native philosophy that refuses to
distinguish Man and Nature as “us” and “them”.
When we claim anything in Nature, say a tree
or a water body as “ours”, it is to exploit it, they
claim everything as theirs and hold themselves re-
sponsible and accountable for them and safeguard
them. Thank you for that wonderful Malayalam
translation at such a relevant time! Happy to be

here.
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