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And my mother

whose night dress had a bitter smell,

Frayed at the hem and yellowed a rotting fruit,
Would get to bed with strange sounds

...This daughter of the soil

...her full thigh

Enormous loins... where

damp linen caught in cracks

And gave me fevers I never told...

More crude, but calmer, was the shame I felt
When my little sister coming home from class,
The muddy boots worn down by sharp ice,
Went out to piss and watched the

delicate urine spurt

Over the rosy lower fold of flesh...

Father, forgive me!

(pp- 147, Complete Works Arthur Rimbaud, Trans-
lated by Paul Schmidt, Total pp. 357, Perennial Clas-
sics, Rs. 588.90)
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“Missy, let me lift
Your dress and see you
Open in my ancient fingers

the blue rose of your womb”
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Black A, white E, red I, green U, blue O-vowels,
Some day I will open your silent pregnancies;

A, black belt, hairy with bursting flies

Bumbling and buzzing over stinking cruelties,

Pits of night; E candor of sand and pavilions

High glacial spears, white Kings, trembling:: Queen
Anne’s lace;

I, bloody spittle, laughter dribbling from a face

In wild denial or in anger, vermilions;

U,...divine movement of viridian seas

Peace of pasture animal-strewn, peace of calm lines
Drawn on foreheads worn with heavy alchemies

O, supreme Trumpet, harsh with strange stridencies
Silence traced in angels and astral designs

O... OMEGA... the violet light of His eyes!
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“A cobbler once in days of yore

Sat musing at his cottage door

He liked to read books, he said

And then to ponder what he’d read”
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