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presence of a desirable
object” (Georges Bataille, Eroticism, Penguin Books,
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(Giorgio Vasari, 1511-1574) ‘Lives of the Artists’
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©@ @550e)o: “The eyes had their natural lustre and
moistness, and around them were the lashes and all
those rosy and pearly tinty that demand the great-
est delicacy of execution... The mouth, jointed to
the flesh—tints of the face by the red of the lips, ap-
peared to be living flesh rather than paint. On look-
ing closely at the pit of her throat one could swear
that the pulses were beating... while he was paint-
ing Mona Lisa. Who was a very beautiful woman,
he employed singers and musicians or jesters to
keep her full of merriment and so chase away the
melancholy that painters usually give to portraits.
As a result, in this painting of Leonardo’s there was
a smile so pleasing that it seemed divine rather than
human” (Lives of Artists, Giorgio Vasari, Vol I, Pen-
guin, pp. 266, 267).

safladail adlesemioud alquodles’ agg AR, @RI
M@ all@omlHad Mmallm@ MaydalSIO@@SHN QI
qRI0! GRO NG, @REGOATING DD QAIBETRMYY
@RHHIOEMOMIM AflUIONVYDEWQo. EIDHIHMII)
88 af)aMIG3 GAEDEMWAIW AMAPIDAIEND GROM
elqQEsD. @RE@ 6T MYMmElwel @AIUE.

alGHY, @R AMAPIOAEBERI @D @RMYIFUOAIED,
DO@Balnndem. 3 aflBallQes &oriom =2laila| Ao
qQI0l M@DE! DTaI®Io VMINIOTINE (@ JA)6
2IBI@ B0 DO 20D BHMMIW Ofl@d méom;)“
(Will Durant, 1885-1981) @aldLjo a0BaUITIEOS
GOMINS af)g@amo: What is she smiling at? The ef-
forts of the musicians to entertain her? The leisurely
diligence of an artist who paints her through a Thou-
sand days and never makes an end? Or is it not just
Mona Lisa smiling but all women, saying to all men:
‘poor impassioned lovers! A nature blindly com-
manding continuance burns your nerves with an ab-
surd hunger for our flesh, softens your brains with a
quite unreasonable idealization of our charms, lifts
you to lyrics that subside with consummation-and
all that you may be precipitated into parentage!’
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