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On May, 1939, Isaac Babel, a writer whose distinc-
tion had earned him the Soviet privilege of a dacha
in the country, was arrested at Peredelkino and
taken to Moscow’s Lubyanka prison, headquarters
of the secret police. His papers were confiscated
and destroyed. among them half-completed stories,
plays, film scripts, translations. Six months later, af-
ter three days and nights of hellish interrogation, he
confessed to a false charge of espionage. The follow-
ing year, a clandestine trial was briefly held in the
dying hours of January 26; Babel recanted his con-
fession, appealed to his innocence and at 1:40 next
morning was summarily shot by a firing squad. He
was fortyfive. His final plea was not for himself but
for the power and truth of literature. ‘Let me finish
my work’ 0™ qVMIORWMACTHIM AU af)$
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