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INTRODUCTION

At the core of this graphic story BALA is the
lady barber Balakistamma and her village. Ev-
eryone here — the men, women, children, and
the goat no less are real. T was traveling with the

camera team led by good friend Ajithan Kurup
to document Andhra’s fifth drought in a row.
The Telugu-speaking team interpreted the in-
teractions for me and I sketched.

This story is an afterthought that I worked on
months later with no intention of publishing,
primarily to test my graphic narration skills.
Some day when you think of drawing long
form, will you be able to tell a story? In the
process it extended to a fictitious snatch of life
in an apartment in the twin city of Hyderabad
and Secunderabad that was then acquiring a
third identity of Cyberabad.

Midwzly, the narration got adventurous enough
to take a quick detour to Ramayana and back —
the kind of freewheeling that makes the comic
art what it is. Hope the connects work for the
reader.

—E.P.Unny

Cartoonist, The Indian Express


































































The end
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